
11-12 Photography 
Transition work for KS5



11-12 Photography 

• At the heart of the KS5 photography curriculum is the 1000-3000 
word essay.

• This is not as daunting as it might sound and is divided into 
manageable stages.

• You will access the KS5 Essay an CW Portfolio via the website which 
can be found here:

• https://samuelwardco.sharepoint.com/sites/SamuelWardAcademy/St
udent%20Resources/Photography/SitePages/Home.aspx

• Look down in the Key Stage 5 column under the Instruction heading.

https://samuelwardco.sharepoint.com/sites/SamuelWardAcademy/Student Resources/Photography/SitePages/Home.aspx




6 week plan

• Over the next six weeks follow this guidance to get ahead with the essay 
component, which can be finalised on your return in September.

Week commencing KS5 Essay an CW Portfolio

7 June Choosing a theme and subtitle, Pages 8-11.

14 June Writing an introduction, Pages 14-16.

21 June Mapping ideas and collecting imagery

29 June History and artist focus

5 July Analysis

12 July First responses



1, THEME

Look on Page 8 for the above paragraph.
Then read pages 9-11
You need to decide upon a theme that will keep you engaged throughout year 12 & 13.
The theme can be your idea entirely although titles are suggested.
The subtitle is an important factor as it helps you focus exactly on what you intend to learn.

Make a good choice in that the theme should be inspiring to you as well as giving plenty of opportunity to take photos.



2, INTRODUCTION

• Pages 14-16,

• Write a statement detailing
exactly why you have
selected this theme.

• Be as personal as you can
and show how this theme
really means something to
you.



3, Mind Maps & Mood Boards

• Pages 17-23

• Draw a Mind Map to explore 
ideas within the theme.

• Collect imagery for a Mood
Board.

• The first page of the mood 
board can be quite general 
and the second can focus 
more on a specific idea. 



4, History and Artist Research

• History, Page 24

• Artist, Page 25

• Briefly explain how your theme 
fits in with the breadth of arts 
history.

• Then look at the life of a
chosen practitioner who you
will go on to analyse.



5, Analysis

• Analysis will form the bulk of 
your essay.

• In time there needs to be at
least three of these.

• You are aiming to find out way a
photographer works in the way
they do which will lead on to 
creating something similar 
yourself.

• Choose at least three different 
practitioners to analyse. The 
second and third can be 
completed in September.



Example of Analysis



Example of Artist biography and analysis





6, Photography

• Inspired by the works of your chosen photographer and the analysis 
you have undertaken to help consider their work, you should now 
simply start to take a wide range of photographs.

• Following each analysis (should you choose to more than one at this
stage), aim to take between 30-60 photographs.

• Divide your shoot into 3 genres, for example focussing on Portraits, 
Landscape and objects/still life/macro.

• Take many shots from varied angles and settings.

• Take shots on more than one occasion as a part of the shoot



• This is simply enough work to get you underway and to give you a 
focus over the summer.

• During the holidays I would anticipate you simply taking photographs 
although you could catch up with the other analysis if you want.

• All of your coursework in year 12-13 will take this essay as a starting 
point. So it is an important document.

The essay is simply the 
theoretical element of the 
course, which will be followed 
up with the practical elements 
in which you will be solely 
focussed on by October.



Contacts

• I hope you enjoy working on the preparatory phase.

• Please contact me, dharwood@samuelward.co.uk, if you need help 
or further information.

mailto:dharwood@samuelward.co.uk

